
Top Ten TABOO* List 

1. No Name – Let us not belabor the obvious. 
 

2. The first word of a sentence MUST be capitalized- I can’t believe I have to include this. 
 

3. Illegible Handwriting – You may use manuscript or cursive, but your work must be 
readable. 
 

4. Incorrect use of they’re, their or there – You know the difference, please take the time to 
use the correct word. 
 

5. Incorrect use of your or you’re – Again, you know the difference.  
 

6. Incorrect use of its or it’s – its indicates possession, it’s means “it is.”  
 

7. Failure to capitalize I or other proper nouns– when you’re texting to your friends, fine, 
but when you’re turning something into your English teacher, not so fine.  
 

8. Incorrect use of apostrophes- plural nouns DO NOT use apostrophes. Apostrophes are 
used to indicate possession or contractions. 
 

9. Incorrect Punctuation of a Title (or no punctuation of a title) – You must punctuate 
every title! Also, see #7. 
 
“Quotation Marks” (short works)  Underlining or Italicizing (long works) 
Short story     novel 
Short poem     book-length poem 
Chapter in a book    full-length book 
Article in a magazine    name of magazine 
Article in a newspaper    name of newspaper 
Song      opera 
Essay      movie 
 

10. Plagiarism -- claiming, indicating, or implying that the ideas, sentences, or words of 
another are one’s own. It includes copying the work of another, or following the work of 
another as a guide to ideas and expression that are then presented as one’s own. Deliberate 
plagiarism results in a grade of zero.  

 

*The Polynesian word for a sacred prohibition put upon people, things, or acts which makes them 
untouchable, unmentionable, and absolutely forbidden. 
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